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The word education is originally 

derived from Latin, and it is defined as 

any act or experience that has a 

formative effect on the mind, character 

or physical ability of an individual 

(UNESCO in Dambazau, 2014). 

Philosophers, researchers, state 

constitutions or legislative requirements 

had already given a great deal of thought 

on the purposes of education. Some 

perspectives on the purpose of education 
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include; to enlighten people in a society 

and provide them with a foundation for 

successful life (Akpotu & Akpochafo in 

Nakazalle & Bashir 2018); to give the 

young the things they need in order to 

develop in an orderly, sequential way 

into members of society (Dewey, 1934); 

teaching values, develop stimulated 

intellect, understand tolerance for 

disagreeable belief system, dig out 

opportunities to question what exists, 

and contribute to the growth of the 

human society (Ayushi, 2018); 

preparing students to be self sufficient 

citizens who love the world they live in 

and who are ready to become peace 

makers and healers of the world 

(Bartleby, 2019); and the Federal 

Republic of Nigeria in the National 

Policy on Education (2013) concords 

with these views in section 1 item 3 by 

stating that Nigeria’s philosophy on 

education is based on this beliefs; that 

education is an instrument for national 

development and social change; for the 

promotion of a progressive and united 

Nigeria;  to maximises the creative 

potentials and skills of the individual for 

self fulfilment and general development 

of the society and for functional and 

relevance to the needs of the society. 

Many scholars also have different 

perspectives on the purpose of 

assessment. It seems the four major 

purposes agreed on by different scholars 

include: 

Communication: assessment can be 

seen as an effective medium of 

communication between the teacher and 

the learner. It is a way for the student to 

communicate their learning to their 

teacher and for the teacher to 

communicate back to the student a 

commentary on their learning; 

Valuing what we teach: evaluation is a 

double edge sword. When we evaluate 

our students they evaluate us. For what 

we choose to evaluate, shows them what 

we value; 

Reporting out: one of the primary 

purposes of assessment is to gather 

information for the intention of reporting 

a students’ (or a group of students’) 

progress to stakeholder other than the 

teacher or students. 

Not sorting/ not ranking: there exists a 

significant societal assumption that one 

of the primary purposes of assessment is 

to sort or rank students. Or it is the 

requirement to assign an aggregate or 

percentage to represent the whole of a 

students’ learning (Peter, 2010 & 

Schraw, 2010).   

These perspectives along with the 

different unwanted happenings in 

Nigeria such as corruption, religious and 

ethnic clashes, and lack of patriotism 

coupled with greed and selfishness, 

unemployment, obsessive lust for money 

and power, robbery and the recent 

kidnapping have necessitated the need as 

an educationist to think about the topic 

of assessment in education. In doing so, 

it is realised that there is need to 

synthesize and construct an alternative 

understanding of assessment that could 

stand in contrast to the narrowly focused 

assessment practices that are so often 

seen in today’s classrooms and the 

society. 
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Conceptual Definitions 

Refocusing: This means to readjust. It 

also means to change priorities and 

concentrate on something different from 

before (Vocabulary Dictionary, 2019)  

Assessment: The Council for the 

Curriculum, Examinations and 

Assessment (CCEA) in United Kingdom 

(2019) defined assessment as the 

systematic collection, interpretation and 

use of information about learning. It 

gives teachers a better awareness of 

what pupils know and understand what 

their learning experiences enable them 

to do and what their skills and 

capabilities are. Assessment takes all 

kinds of forms such as observations, 

text-and curriculum-embedded questions 

and tests, interviews, performance 

assessments, writing samples, 

exhibitions, portfolio assessment and 

overall assessment (Gielen, Dochy & 

Dierick, 2003). Assessment refers to the 

wide variety of methods or tools that 

educators use to evaluate, measure, and 

document the academic readiness, 

learning progress, skill acquisition, or 

educational needs of students 

(Edglossary, 2018).  

Education: Education is defined as any 

act or experience that has a formative 

effect on the mind, character or physical 

ability of an individual (Thewill, 2016). 

This is the process of receiving or giving 

systematic instruction, especially at a 

school or university; it is an enlightening 

experience. Education is the process of 

facilitating learning, or the acquisition of 

knowledge, skills, values, beliefs and 

habits (Wikipedia, 2019). 

Peace: Peace is a concept of societal 

friendship and harmony in the absence 

of hostility and violence (Wikipedia, 

2019). Peace is when people are able to 

resolve their conflict without violence 

and can work together to improve the 

quality of their lives (International Alert, 

2019). 

National Security: National security is 

a framework for describing how a 

country provides security for the state 

and its citizens, and is often presented as 

an integrated document (Geneva Centre 

for the Democratic Control of Armed 

Forces (DCAF), 2005). National 

security is the security of a nation, 

including its citizens, economy and 

institutions which is regarded as a duty 

of government. National security include 

non military dimensions, including 

security from terrorism, crime, 

economic security, energy security, 

environmental security, food security, 

cyber security etc (Wikipedia, 2019)  

 

Theoretical Framework 

Constructivism theory was 

propounded by Jean Piaget (1896 – 

1980). Constructivism theory is deemed 

fit for this study because of the 

constructive alignment between intended 

learning outcome (ILO), teaching and 

learning (TL) activities and the 

assessment task (AT). The constructivist 

stance maintains that learning is the 

process of constructing meaning; it is 

how people make sense of their 

experience (Merriam & Caffarella in 

Wikipedia, 2019). This means it is how 
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students construct the meaning of 

knowledge from learning experiences. 

This is a combination effect of 

using a person’s cognitive abilities and 

insight to understand their environment. 

Based on this theory, assessment in 

education in Nigeria should not focus 

solely on student’s abilities to 

comprehend concepts taught and solve 

problems imaginatively or his ability to 

explain the concepts written or orally, or 

his ability to differentiate the concept 

from similar concepts, and not getting 

confused no matter how they are 

intercepted but his ability to use the 

knowledge to solve natural life 

problems. Natural here refers to for 

example the human, animals, plants, the 

earth, the planets and every sub-set of 

the entire world space at a larger thought 

and even beyond. Geiden, Dochy & 

Derick (2003) stated that assessment is 

supposed to support students in active 

construction of knowledge in context-

rich environments, in using knowledge 

to analyse and solve authentic problems 

in reflection. 

 

Types of Assessment 
Different scholars have categorised 

assessment into different types. For the 

purpose of this paper, the 3 types of 

assessment as categorised by Schraw 

(2010) is adapted. They are:-  

 

Assessment of Learning (Summative) 

Purpose of assessment of learning is to 

provide evidence of achievement to 

parents, other educators, the students 

themselves and sometimes to outside 

groups; to measure competency; 

accountability towards society. It is 

about selection, grading, certification, 

progression, professional recognition 

and maintaining standard. It is presented 

at the end of unit, programme, interim 

and final exams. Grades mark transitions 

in a course and bring closure to it. 

Teachers’ role include; use evidence of 

student learning to make judgements on 

student achievement against goals and 

standards; give grades (accurate, fair, 

based on evidence; important because of 

impact); clear description of the 

intended learning and processes that 

make it possible for students to 

demonstrate their competence or skill. It 

needs justification for a particular 

assessment at a particular moment, how 

you decide about the grades. 

 

Assessment for Learning (Formative) 

The purpose of assessment for learning 

is to serve as an investigation tool to 

find out as much as much as possible 

about what their students know and can 

do, and what confusions, 

preconceptions, or gaps they might have. 

It is about Feedback, diagnosis, 

motivation, guidance, learning support. 

It is administered when ever useful 

throughout the teaching-learning 

process. 

Teacher’s role include diagnose the 

problems and learning needs; provide 

immediate feedback and direction; 

clarify intended outcomes and standards; 

advice how to improve, enhance 

motivation, selecting and adapting 

materials and resources. It needs tools to 
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diagnose; clear expectation on what has 

to be learned and standards, 

differentiated teaching strategies fitting 

the needs of students to move forward in 

learning 

 

Assessment as Learning (Formative): 

Through this process students are able to 

learn about themselves as learners and 

become aware of how they learn; to 

learn metacognitive skills (knowledge of 

one’s owns thought processes). In 

assessment as learning, metacognition is 

monitored. This involves assisting 

students to clarify some questions such 

as: 

a) What is the purpose of learning 

these concepts or skills? 

b) What do I know about this 

topic? 

c) What strategies do I know that 

will help me learn this? 

d) Do I understand these concepts? 

e) What are the criteria for 

improving my work? etc 

It is about self and peer assessment, 

reflection, student setting own goal, 

stimulating responsibly for learning. It is 

administered on regular basis during 

teaching and learning process. 

Teacher’s role include to model and 

teach skills for self assessment; guide 

students in setting their own goals and 

monitoring their progress towards them; 

provide models of good practice and 

quality work that reflect curriculum 

outcome; work to develop clear criteria 

of good practice with students. It needs 

models of good practice and quality 

work; interaction; safe learning 

environment and support system. 

 

National Policy on Education (2013) 

Provision on Assessment  

The National Policy on Education 

(2013), the revised 6
th
 edition in section 

9 (C) items 150 states that assessment 

shall encompass the broad areas of; 

assessment for learning and assessment 

of learning. The objectives of 

assessment shall be to:  

1) Accurately measure the abilities 

of students; 

2) Enhance the global 

competitiveness of the products of the 

Nigerian educational system;  

3) Improve the credibility of 

examinations conducted in Nigeria;  

4) Eliminate the intractable 

problems associated with the traditional 

paper pencil test;  

5) Improve learning 

It further stated the strategies to achieve 

these goals. They are: 

1) Assessment bodies involved in 

the conduct of large-scale public 

examinations shall be encouraged to 

migrate to the current and more efficient 

way of testing which is electronic 

testing;  

2) Public and private providers of 

education shall be encouraged to;  

i. Improve the computer literacy 

of teachers and students; and 

ii. Constructing and equip e-testing 

centres for computer based tests in their 

institutions. 

3) All levels of education in 

Nigeria shall be encouraged to migrate 
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to Computer Based Test (CBT) in 

assessment.  

Unfortunately, even though the policy 

has recognised assessment for learning 

as a broad area in assessment and it was 

even mentioned first, but no strategy 

was provided to achieve this goal. The 

emphases on computer based test (e-

learning) seem to have totally shifted the 

mind of educators from the role of 

assessment in education.  

The policy is still based on the old 

notion, where assessment is seen 

primarily as a means to determine 

measures and thus, for certification 

against the new assessment culture 

(Gieden, Dochy & Dierick, 2003) which 

strongly emphasizes the integration of 

instruction and assessment. This gap has 

alienated the purposes of assessment in 

education and further widens the gap 

between the purpose of education and 

educational achievement in present 

Nigeria and thus hinders peace and 

national security.     

 

Assessment, Peace and National 

Security 

The failure to assess Nigerian 

students appropriately leaves them 

unprepared to change the nature of the 

social order as needed or desired and 

threatens the country’s ability to 

maintain peace and national security.  

Educational failures put the country’s 

global positioning, economic prosperity 

and physical safety at risk. The year-in-

year-out mass failure of students in 

tertiary institutions, in most standardized 

examinations such as West African 

Examination Council (WAEC), National 

Examination Council of Nigeria 

(NECO), Joint Admission and 

Matriculation Board Examination 

(JAMB), and at basic educational level 

indicates the students are ill prepared to 

take up their roles in the society.  

These has caused a lot of 

wastages to the country financially, 

human resources are also lost because 

most of the students are unemployed, 

not self reliant and do not contribute to 

economic growth and development of 

the nation. This in turn causes decline of 

the country’s’ global economic 

positioning and competitiveness and 

thus threatens national security. 

Likewise, the same unoccupied citizens 

end up causing conflict because they are 

unable to perform the expected roles in 

their communities or because they are 

lost and confused, frustrated and 

unhappy, thus threatening the peace of 

the nation.  

Levy, Klein & Rice (2012) 

stated in a report on U.S. Education 

Reform and National Security that 

failure in assessment and lack of 

students’ preparedness poses threats on 

five national security fronts: economic 

growth and competitiveness, physical 

safety, intellectual property, global 

awareness and unity. Research into 

student learning have provided 

considerable evidence that students 

behaviour and learning are very much 

influenced by assessment but this 

influence of assessment occurs on 

different levels and depends on the 

function of the assessment (Biggs, 1998; 
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Entwistle, 2000; Alkharusi, 2008; Jimaa, 

2011; Schraw, McCrudden, Lehman & 

Hoffman, 2011& Blazar & Kraft, 2017). 

Inappropriate assessment makes 

student to cram or memorize or 

generally use surface learning 

approaches and have great difficulty 

adapting to requirements that favour 

deep learning approaches. The students 

limit learning to answering 

examinations, loose interest easily, sees 

education as meaningless because they 

can’t realise the relevancy and 

usefulness of the concepts in their lives 

or in real life situations. 

 

Conclusions 

The goal of education is to create people 

who are capable of doing new things 

that simply fit their generations. The 

purpose of assessment is to improve 

students’ learning and teachers’ teaching 

as both should respond to the 

information it provides. Assessment has 

to be thought of as a teacher tool used to 

drive future instruction. Any assessment 

that does not provide this insight is used 

solely to rack up set of grades for 

students is not an assessment. 

Conceptual definitions were addressed 

on refocusing, assessment, education, 

peace and national security. 

Constructivism theory was used and the 

three types of assessment adopted from 

Schraw (2010) were explained; the 

National Policy on Education (2013) 

provision on assessment were discussed 

and criticised; also a brief clarification 

was done on assessment, peace and 

national security. The paper concluded 

that for sustainable peace and national 

security in Nigeria, there is need to 

refocus, reframe and rethink assessment 

in education in Nigeria. 

 

Recommendations 

It is suggested among others that:- 

1. Policy makers should provide a 

coordinated national effort to assess 

whether students are learning the skills 

and knowledge necessary to safeguard 

Nigeria’s future, prosperity and national 

security and take appropriate action   

2. Policy makers should amend the 

National Policy on Education and 

capture the latest assessment culture and 

its paradigms 

3. Teachers should be properly 

trained and retrained on the why, when 

and how to conduct assessments in order 

to achieve the aims of education in 

Nigeria as stated in the National Policy 

on Education (2013) 

4. Educational administrators 

should provide a conducive and 

supportive environment and atmosphere 

for effective and efficient assessment in 

education. 

5. There should be public 

enlightment, outreach and counselling to 

guide parents and students on the 

purpose of assessment in education so as 

to ensure positive learning, curb out all 

forms of examination malpractice and 

fake certification.  
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